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roads, and run pipelines in responsible
way. The Arctic Refuge is not one of
those places. It is a treasure we should
leave for our children, not a place to
drill for no good reason.

Sadly, the Senate voted to allow
drilling in the Arctic Refuge when it
took up the broader tax bill.

For every American who opposed this
move, know that this isn’t over.

Senator MARKEY and I have authored
a bill, which now has 41 cosponsors,
that would shield the Arctic Refuge
from drilling.

So I urge everyone to keep fighting,
to keep speaking out for America’s
public lands, which are the envy of the
world, to Kkeep standing up for the
beautiful places in America we must
pass on to the next generation, as our
parents and grandparents did for us.

—————

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN LUDVIG K.
TANDE

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President: I wish to
pay tribute to a member of my staff,
Kris Tande, who is retiring from the
Senate at the end of this year. This is
not the first time he has retired from
public service as retired Navy Capt
Ludvig K. Kris Tande spent a career as
a naval aviator prior to working for
several legislators from the State of
Florida.

Captain Tande currently serves as
my senior State military director, and
I am the fourth Florida Senator to
have had Captain Tande help me rep-
resent northwest Florida. Starting in
1998, Captain Tande served as regional
director for Senator Connie Mack,
later serving in the same position for
Senators Mel Martinez and George
LeMieux. Former Congressman Jeff
Miller tapped Captain Tande as his dis-
trict director from 2001-2005. Captain
Tande has served the constituents of
Northwest Florida for the past 19
years, a term that notably included the
2005 Base Realignment and Closure
Commission, which saw Florida gain
vital military missions such as the re-
location of 7th Special Forces Group
from North Carolina and the standup of
multiservice F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
training at Eglin Air Force Base. Dur-
ing my time, when our country lost
one of its brave troops, Captain Tande
helped connect me with the families to
whom we owed a great debt. When dis-
aster struck, Captain Tande was in-
strumental in assisting Floridians ad-
versely affected by the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon oil spill that resulted in sub-
stantial economic damage in northwest
Florida.

Former Senator Mel Martinez has
this to say about Kris: ‘“‘Captain Tande
was one of the most valued members of
my Senate staff. My service in the Sen-
ate came at the beginning of the ‘War
on Terror’. Kris provided me valuable
insight into the military issues we
were confronting. He particularly
helped me to understand the plight of
military families impacted by long de-
ployments, and the physical cost of
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war on our troops. He was much more
than a regional representative. He was
an integral part of my Senate life. Kris
became a friend and trusted advisor
and was a genuine pleasure to know.
My visits to the Panhandle were al-
ways great because of good, cheerful
company and a car full of snacks! Cap-
tain, enjoy a well-earned retirement
and thank you for your many years of
dedicated service to our country.”

For many people, this could be con-
sidered a full career. For Kris Tande,
this was his second act. Captain Tande
was designated a Naval aviator in 1970
and subsequently flew 4,000 hours in
helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft and
deployed on several aircraft carriers.
He is a plankowner of the amphibious
ship USS Wasp LHD-1. Tande held sev-
eral commands, most notably as com-
manding officer Naval Air Station
Whiting Field, 1993-1995, in Milton, FL,
and commander Training Wing Five
(1995). His flight helmet sits in the re-
constructed NAS Cubi Point Officers’
Club, originally in the Republic of the
Philippines, now at the National Naval
Aviation Museum in Pensacola, FL.

As he leaves the service of his coun-
try and heads into retirement with his
wife of 47 years, J.J., his four children,
and six beloved grandsons, I wanted to
thank Captain Tande for his service to
his country and particularly to north-
west Florida. The business, military
personnel, veteran and their families
who make up so much of the Florida
Panhandle will miss this good public
servant’s steady hand.

Best wishes to Kris and J.J. as they
embark on a well-earned retirement.

———
TRIBUTE TO KATIE MURRAY

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I
recognize Katie Murray for all of her
hard work on behalf of myself, my
staff, and the citizens of South Dakota
while working in my Rapid City and
Sioux Falls, offices.

Katie is a joy to work with, and she
has been an excellent public servant.
We wish her the best in all of her fu-
ture endeavors.

The citizens of South Dakota, my
staff, and I are grateful to Katie for her
service. We are a better State because
of her hard work.

———
TRIBUTE TO MICHELE MUSTAIN

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I
recognize Michele Mustain for all of
her hard work on behalf of myself, my
staff, and the people of South Dakota
while working in my Sioux Falls, SD
office.

We are grateful for the excellent
work she has done for other elected
leaders and for all of the help she has
given to the citizens of the United
States.

Because she has helped so many sol-
diers and their families, it is fitting
that she will now be working for the
Employer Support for the Guard and
Reserve.
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My staff and I wish her the best in
the future. We will always appreciate
her and her willingness to help us be-
come better public servants.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO FREDERIKA S.
JENNER

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that, on behalf of
Delaware’s congressional delegation, I
wish to honor the exemplary service of
educator and Delaware State Edu-
cation Association leader Frederika S.
Jenner. She has served Delaware as a
teacher and education advocate since
1972, and during that time, she worked
to effectively improve our education
system and shape thousands of young
children’s lives. Frederika has now re-
tired after more than four decades of
serving in Delaware’s schools and advo-
cating on behalf of its students and
teachers. She is a selfless education ad-
vocate and adviser, as well as a devoted
wife and mother. Delaware’s education
system and countless Delawareans will
benefit from her life’s work for decades
to come.

Frederika is a graduate of A.I. Du-
Pont High School in Wilmington, DE.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in
education from Goucher College in Bal-
timore and then returned to Delaware
where she taught elementary school for
39 years. She had such a dedication to
education that she furthered her own
while she was teaching and ultimately
received her master’s in instruction
from the University of Delaware. Al-
though she started as an English and
reading specialist, Frederika took a
leap to become a science teacher along
the way, teaching herself and earning
her certification all in the first year in
her new position. From then on,
science remained an intense passion of
hers, as well as a focus of much of her
work both in and out of the classroom.
Throughout her career, Frederika also
encouraged a love of reading among her
students and took great pride in her
voluminous classroom library, with
over 2,000 books on its shelves.

Throughout her many years in the
classroom, Frederika became a trusted
voice among her fellow educators.
From day one, she was involved as a
building representative for the Dela-
ware State Education Association, and
her activism grew from there. Later,
she would serve as president of the
1,200-member Red Clay Education Asso-
ciation and then went on to serve as an
executive board member of the Dela-
ware State Education Association for 3
years. In 2011, Frederika was elected
president of the Delaware State Edu-
cation Association. In that role, she
emerged as a strong and fair leader,
working to shape education policy de-
cisionmaking. For many years, she
served as the bridge between DSEA
members and public officials as the
State worked to create and implement



S8180

new educational standards that we use
today and to chart a course to reach
them.

Frederika also took on the task of
improving science education in Dela-
ware. She worked for 5 years as a Coa-
lition science specialist and helped
school districts all over Delaware inte-
grate new State science standards and
innovative teaching practices, includ-
ing the Smithsonian Kits Programs.
She regularly traveled the State, train-
ing teachers and delivering necessary
supplies—everything from magnets and
batteries to live crayfish, all in the in-
terest of ensuring that students receiv-
ing hands-on science training. In 2010,
Delaware Governor Jack Markell rec-
ognized her immense capabilities and
appointed Frederika to the State Em-
ployee Advisory Committee.

There is a reason why, as Governor of
Delaware, I was laser-focused on edu-
cation and strengthening families. I be-
lieve these are two areas where we can
make a lasting difference in the trajec-
tory of a young person’s life. Frederika
shares this belief and dedicated her ca-
reer to the young people of Delaware.
On behalf of both U.S. Senator CHRIS
CooNs and U.S. Representative LISA
BLUNT ROCHESTER, I want to thank
Frederika S. Jenner for her service to
the people of Delaware. Her love of
children, along with her leadership and
dedication to the notion that all chil-
dren can learn, have improved the
quality of education for countless Dela-
wareans who were fortunate enough to
be in her classroom and many who
were not. However, all Delawareans
have benefitted from the educational
system she has worked so hard to help
improve.

We are delighted to offer today our
heartfelt congratulations to Frederika
Jenner on a job well done, and we want
to convey our thanks as well to her
husband, Charles, and their sons An-
drew and Nick for sharing with the
children of Delaware a remarkable
woman and educator.e

————
TRIBUTE TO CHARLES DALTON

e Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I am
genuinely honored to recognize before
the U.S. Senate and the Nation Charles
Dalton of Greenville, SC, on the occa-
sion of his retirement as chief execu-
tive officer and president of Blue Ridge
Electric Cooperative and Blue Ridge
Security Solutions.

Born and raised on a farm in Pickens,
SC, Charles from an early age devel-
oped a love for antique cars, Clemson
football, and serving the Upstate of
South Carolina. Charles cofounded and
operated a furniture company in Pick-
ens with his brother, Allison Dalton,
before starting his career with Blue
Ridge Electric Cooperative.

Charles was elected chief executive
in 1982 and has committed his time to
serving the State of South Carolina by
bringing power to remote, moun-
tainous communities in five counties
in the Upstate. His leadership over the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

last 36 years has helped the energy pro-
vider’s membership to more than dou-
ble, growing from 29,000 members to ap-
proximately 66,000. Charles has a rep-
utation as a humble, accessible leader.
In fact, he has been known to give out
his home phone number to Blue Ridge
members in an effort to provide con-
stant service and maintain relation-
ships in the communities in which he
serves.

In addition to contributing to the
Upstate’s growing economy during his
tenure at Blue Ridge, Charles has also
served in multiple capacities on non-
profit boards, including the Greenville
chapter of the American Red Cross,
Peace Center, and Cannon Memorial
Hospital. He was selected to serve as a
commissioner for the South Carolina
Department of Transportation and co-
founded the Upstate South Carolina Al-
liance, an organization committed to
establishing the Upstate as a promi-
nent economic region competing in the
global economy. After his retirement,
Charles and his wife, Libby, are look-
ing forward to remaining engaged and
active in the Upstate.

Charles has received statewide rec-
ognition for his contributions to busi-
ness, regional collaboration, and com-
munity service in South Carolina. In
1998, he was selected by Governor
Beasley to serve as South Carolina’s
“Ambassador for Economic Develop-
ment.”” As a proud graduate of Clemson
University, Charles was recognized
with the 2014 Distinguished Service
Award by the Clemson Alumni Associa-
tion for serving as an exceptional role
model for present and future students.
Last year, Charles was awarded the
Spirit of the Upstate Award for con-
sistently exhibiting exceptional leader-
ship and dedicating his personal and
professional life to strengthening the
Upstate region in South Carolina.
These accolades serve as a testament
to the profound role Charles has played
in improving the lives of South Caro-
linians in the Upstate, and I am con-
fident that he will continue to do so in
this next chapter of life.

It is a distinct honor to recognize
Charles Dalton on this important mile-
stone. I ask that my colleagues join me
in thanking Charles for the many con-
tributions he has made over the course
of his career, and I wish him all the
best.®

————

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF BETHEL
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today 1
wish to recognize the 150th anniversary
of Bethel African Methodist Epis-
copal—A.M.E.—Church in Saginaw, MI.
This occasion commemorates the hum-
ble beginnings of Bethel A.M.E. from a
church of 6 to now more than 1,000
congregants, celebrating 150 years of
faith, fellowship, and family.

Bethel A.M.E. Church, the first Afri-
can-American church in Saginaw,
began in the home of Mr. and Mrs.
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Allen Ford, with six congregants in
1867. The church began to rapidly grow
and became the social and religious
foundation and place of refuge for Afri-
can Americans in the community. As
Bethel A.M.E. rose in prominence, it
attracted the attention of notable fig-
ures, including abolitionist and wom-
en’s rights activist Sojourner Truth in
1871.

Over the past 150 years, more than a
dozen pastors have led Bethel A.M.E.
and have left lasting contributions to
the church’s fundamental mission and
community outreach. Reverend J.A.
Dean’s passion for ministering to
youth laid the foundation for youth
programs such as the Daily Vacation
Bible School and the Carver Center of
National Youth Organization in Sagi-
naw. Each pastor had a hand in the ex-
pansion of the church. Reverend Isaiah
Snelling spearheaded the development
of a new church complex. After 12
years, the construction was completed
under Rev. Harold C. Huggins’ tenure
in 1967. Bethel A.M.E. celebrated the
church’s centennial and dedication of
the new development within the same
year.

Bethel A.M.E. has had many suc-
cesses over the years and has also en-
dured great tragedy. Kenneth Bowman
stepped into the role of substitute pas-
tor when Rev. R.C. Boyd, who served
from 1949 to 1954, became ill. Pastor
Bowman accomplished many goals
within his 1-year tenure, until he was
killed in an automobile accident on
March 13, 1954. Soon after, Pastor Boyd
passed away on March 18, 1954, suc-
cumbing to his illness.

Through the tragedies, Bethel A.M.E.
held true to its motto: ‘“‘Love Conquers
All,”’ by providing for the physical and
spiritual needs of the Saginaw commu-
nity with steadfast and compassionate
stewardship by organizing missions,
youth programs, and prison ministries.
Bethel A.M.E. also feeds the hungry,
assists residents experiencing home-
lessness, and operates both a credit
union and daycare center.

Today Bethel A.M.E. Church, led by
Pastor Dennis Laffoon, is the oldest Af-
rican-American church in the Great
Lakes Bay Region. Their membership
has grown from its six founding mem-
bers into a proud and active body of
more than 1,000 strong. In its 150 years,
Bethel A.M.E. has been a community
institution, spiritual refuge, and civic
leader in Saginaw.

I am pleased to rise today to ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the historic milestone of the 150th an-
niversary of Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church. From modest begin-
nings in that little home on Fourth
Street to expanding its square footage
and its mission to pass on the blessings
they have received onto the commu-
nity, Bethel A.M.E. has much to cele-
brate. I wish the leadership and con-
gregation continued success and pros-
perity in the years ahead.e
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